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_ if they bear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither will they be perſuaded though one 
rofe from the dead. 


HE Parable of the Rich man and La- 
zarus 1n the Goſpel is ſo well known, 
that 1t 1s needleſs to relate the Parti- 


culars of it: Theſe Words are the 
Congluſion of that Parable, and they are made 
the Words of Abraham, who being in Paradiſe, is 
ouges in as ſpcaking them to the Rich man in 

_ Hell. 
The Occaſton was this. This now Poor man 
A 2 not 
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not being able to obtain the leaſt Comfort or Re- 
freſhment for himfelf under thar unfupporrable 
anguiſh he endured ; bcthinks himſelt of his 
Friends and Relations in the World, and cafts 
about how to prevent their corting to that ſad 
condition:\ And fot this purpoſe, he begs of Abre- 
ham, that he would be pleaſed to ſend the Happy 
Lazarus into the World again, to teſtife to his 
Brethren what he knew and had ſeen concerning 
the State bf the other-Life ; and to exhort them 
to a timely Repentance, leſt they ſhould came in- 
to that place of Torment in which he was. 

To this Requeſt, Abraham thus anſwers, They 
had Moſes and the. Prophets, which did plainly 
enough teſtifie againſt cheir Sins, and offered ſuf- 
ficient Motives to them to repent; and therefore 
there was no need of ſuch extraordinary Means 
as he deſired. | 

But this Anſwer did not fatisfhe the miſerable 
man. Still he purſues his former Requeſt. Nay, 
Father Abraham, (faith he) bur if one went unto 
them from the dead, they will repent. There was no 
rcliſting ſuch an Argument as that. If Lazarus, 
whom they all had known living, and now Enew 
to be dead, ſhould riſe again, and perſonally come 
to them, and tell them in what a fad condition he 


had ſeen their Friend, and that they muſt all ex- 


pect to run the fame Fortune, if they did not 
change 
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change their Courſe of Living : This would 
come cloſe to them,and be more convincing than 
a hundred Arguments drawn from the Books of 
Moſes and the Prophets, which were written many 
Ages before their time, and ſo conſequently could 
not be preſumed to have ſo great a force as an 
Argument drawn from their own Senſe and Expe- 
riencc. . 

To this Reply of che Rich man, Abraham pe- 
remptorily rejoins in the Words of the Text. If 
they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they 
be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead. 

To omit leſſer Matters that may be obſerved 
from theſe Words ; the Point which primarily, 
and moſt naturally ſeems to be offercd to our 
Conſideration from them, 1s this. That thoſe who 
give no credit to a ſetled landing Revelation of God 
once well attefted, or are not thereby prevailed upon to 
reform their Evil manners ; neither in all probability 
would they be prevailed upon, though a particular Mi- 
racle was wrought by God in order to their Converſion ; 
as, for inſtance; though one ſhould riſe from the dead 
and appear to them. 

Now toſitisfie every one of the Truth of this 
Propoſition, 1t will be abundantly ſufficient to 
make out theſe two things. 

| Hirſt, That there is really more force and weight 
Ina Publick ſtanding Reyclation of God, —_ 
that 
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that was by Moſes and the Prophets here mentio 
ned, to convince men, or to reclaim them ; than 
there can be in a Private Miracle, though I ſee it 
with my Eyes. 

And ſecondly, Though God ſhould be pleafed 
to work a Miracle, or to ſend an Appariton far 
che Conviction of an-obſtinate Unbeliever er yj 
cious Perſan; yet ſuch a one would as caſlily find 
out ſhifts and ways to evade the force of ſuch an 
Argument, and to hinder the Effect it ought tg 
have upon him, as he formerly did co pur off the 
ordinary ſtanding Motives and Arguments of 
Religion * And conſequently, there 1s little pro- 
babllity, that he who 1s not gaincd by the former, 
will be wrought upon by the latter. -' 

I begin with the firſt of theſe things. 7hat there 
is really more force and weight in a Publick ſtanding 
Revelation of God, to convince men, ,or to reclaim 
them ; than there can be ſuppoſed to be in a Private 
ſingle Miracle, though a man ſees it with his Eyes: 
Or, than there can be in an Apparition from the dead, 
if God Jhould think' fit to vouchſafe ſuch a thing. 

In ſpeaking co this, I mean not to concern my 
(cif or you with the Revclation of Moſes and the 
Prophets,though that be the Revel.ition which the 
Text here ſpeaks of. I think it wil be more ſuita- 
ble-and uſeful co us to conſider the Propofition 
with relation to Chriſtianity, or the Reyclation of 
OUT 
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- eur Saviourand his Apoſtles : That being che Di- 


ſpenſation we are now under, and in which we arc 
more immediately concerned. 

Underſtanding therefore our Propoſition of 
that Eſpecial Reyelation which we call the Goſpel, 
two things there are to be offered, which will un- 
deniably make it out. 

Firſt, Thoſe Perſons that lived in the Times of 
our Saviour, when this Publick Revelation of the 
Goſpel was made and atteſted, had greater Evi- . 


+ dences and Motives to bring them over to the 


Belick and Practice of Religion ; than if any par- 
ticular Miracle had been wrought in order to 
their Converſion. | 

Secondly, We at this day, all chings conſide- 
red, have as ſtrong Arguments to convince us, as 
powerful Motives to perſuade us, as thoſe that li- 
ved in thc Times of our Saviour, and were Wit- 
neſſes of what he did and taught. 

The unavoidable Conſequences of which two 
Points are theſe. That thoſe who lived in the tinie 
of our Saviour, and were not perſuaded by his 
Goſpel, would not have been perſuaded though 
one had been ſent to them from the dead. And 
thoſe that are now alive, and are not perſuaded 
by the Evidenccs and Motiyes of Chriſtianity 
which we now have among us, would not have 
been perſuaded if they had liyed in the Times of 


Our 
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our Saviour. So that in all Ages of Chriſtianity 
the Propofition will hold true, That thoſe who 
giveno credit to the ſtandmg Revelation of the 
Goſpel, or are not thereby induced to lead their 
Lives according to it; would not be preyailed 
upon though a particular Miracle was wrought 
for their Converſion. 

Firſt then, Our Saviour's Goſpel at the firſt pub- 
liſhing of it was a more effectual Means for the Con- 
» verſion of any Man then living, thanthe ſending to 
him one from the dead. 

Let us ſuppoſe the Parable we are now upon, 
to be a true Hiſtory ; and that this Rich man had 
five Brethren living at Ferzſalem at the time when 
our Saviour ſpoke it; and rhey were all wicked, 
lewd, Atheiſtical Perſons ; and God Almighty, in 
pity to their Souls, is pleaſed to grant that Requeſt 
which the Rich man here makes to Abraham on 
their behalt ; and accordingly ſends Lazarus from 
the dead to preach Repentance to them :'We can- 
not doubt but ſuch a Sermon, from ſuch a Man, 
and in ſuch Circumſtances, would mightily awa- 
ken them, and pur them upon a more ſerious 
Conſideration of the tolly of cheir Ways, and 
the danger they expoſed them to, than ever they 
entred into bctore ; and this Conſideration 1 15 
likely might work them to ſerious Reſolutions of 


quitting their preſent Courſes, and entring upon 
a 
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a ſtricter Lite. Certainly ſuch an Apparition as 
this, in reaſon ſhould work ſuch Effects; and, 
without doubr, upon many it would. . But this we 


 fay. Whether did nor our Saviour perform a great 


deal more than all chis comes to, in order to the 
Conviction and Converſion of all about him ? 
And whether had not theſe five Brethren, ſup- 
poling them to live when he preached his Go- 
ſpel, and to be Witneſſes of his Actions, much 
more reaſon to be perſuaded by what he did, and 


taught; chan by the aforcſaid Viſion? 


Our Saviour did by all che Signs and Tokens 
in the World evidence himſelf ro be an Expreſs 
Meſſenger ſent from God, which they could not 
be certain that the Viſion was. 

The Prophetick Records of their own Coun- 
try did all teſtifie of him; and they themſelves, 
by comparing his Life and them together, might 
ke they were fulfilled in him. 

. To omit the Circumſtances of his Birth, which 
were ſuch as never any beſides himſelf was born 
with ; After he came to enter upon his Publick 
Employment, God did more than once by a 
Voice from Heaven teſtifie, that he had ſent him, 
and that all People were to hearken to him. 

And the Truth of this he himſclf confirmed, 
not onely by his Life, which was the moſt Inno- 
cent, and Vertuous, and God-like that ever was : 

B Nor 
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Nor onely by his Sermons and Doctrines, which 
were themoſt Perfect and Unexceptionable, and 
evety way the moſt worthy of God, that ever 
were taught among Men : Bur alfo, and moſt 
chiefly, by his extraordinary Works, which were 
ſuch as hone but God, or one Acted by a Divine 
Power, could poſhibly pertorm. 

He did the greateſt things that ever were ſeen 
by Men. He fhewed by his Attions, and thoſe 
moſt publickly dont,and frequently repeated, that 
he had an abſolate Sovereign Power over the 
Courſe of Nature; over the Inviſible Agents of 
this World, as well Angels as Devils; and like- 
wiſc over'both the Bodics and the Souls of Men, 

And parti:ularly to 'rnake ic appear that his 
Teſtimony was more Authentick , his Authority 
more to be 'relied on, 'than thar of any Ghoſt, 
any Lazarzs whatſoever that ſhould riſe from the 
dead: It was very ufual with him to ſ:hd agaiti 
to the Lrving'thoſe chat were on:e dead. And one 
Lizarns he really brought again from the Boſorh 
of Abraham, after he had bcen four days ad, to 
teſtifie to the World that Jeſus was the Gtext Etty 
baflador that God had ſent, and that all Mankind 
were to receive and'obey him. - * 

And left all this ſhould nor be convincing 
nough; leſt ir ſhould be faid fti}}, One that ſhould 
riſe from the dead, and come and preach to us, 

| would 
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youll leave the greater Impreſſions upon ys: 
Jeſus biraſelf did: riſe from the dead, and did 
came and preach to the World, 2nd that in a far 
more canyincing manner than the Ghoſt of La- 
zarus would have done, if the Rich man had had 
his own Wiſh, For Feſzs told his own Death be- 
fare-hand, and foretold alſo. his Refugrection ; 
Andif God meant not tolay an invincible Tem- 
on behave Mankind to, believe a: Falſhood, it 
d canceened bis Providence to have hindred 
this Reſurrection, 1f Feſus = been any thing 
el& than what he pretended co be: Bue he did 
viſe after three days, according to: his Prediction, 
apd converkd upon Earth wich his Followers for 
forty days cogecher, ſhewing humſelf not onely t9 
a few particular Diſciples, but to great Crowds of 
thena, Five twndred at a wane And after this, in 
the fight of his Friends: he took his leave of this 
World, and aſcended up into Heaven. And for-a 
Teſtimony how Gad approved him therc, he ſent 
dawn the Holy Spuit upon his. Diſciples, wha tor 
wany years tagether enabled tham ta do. aur 54- 
nour's Miracles over agun, un canhrmation of 
his:Doctrine, 1þ 

If now, to come to our: Aggurnent z_ if -theſe 
fivcPrethren of the Rica man;be:Gippoſed ng be 
alive when all cheſe things came to paſs; they 
had the: Opportuony  beny preſentiat wy 
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of theſe Paſſages, and of piying themſelves of 
' 


the reſt, (as certainly, ſuppoſing the Matter of 
Fact to be true, none that lived at that cime, and 
in that Country, but had chis Opportumity ;) If 
they heard this Feſus that was ſent from God at 
the firſt, and that was ſent from God the ſecond 
time, after he was dead, teſtifying againſt rheir 
Sins, forewarning them of the Judgment to come, 
and affuring-them of Ecernal Rewards if they 
would repent : I ſay, If they were Witneſks of 
theſe things, I will appeal to all the World, whe 
ther they had not-greater Means of Conviction 
offered to them, than it any Ghoſt had appeared 
to them from the Dead , or wn ray Mira- 
cle had 'bcen vouchſated them for the bringing 
them over to Vertue-and Sobriety. | 
' But I believe no body-will much doubt of 
this ; for indeed the/ Matter will not bear a-D+- 
ſpute. 'But here is the Queſtion;' Whether we 
that live at this diſtance from our Saviour; have 
the fame. Means' of Conyiction? and, Whether 
one now appearing from the dead to us, would 
not be of greater: force to perſuade us, than' rhe 
ftanding Reyclation of the Goſpel, as we haveit 
now conyeyed tous? 03 03 ON 
-'This therefore leads'me to my fecond Propofi- 
tion upon this Head,which it it can be made out; 
will wholly take away all Controyerſic1n this mat- 
ter. And Ks this: * That 
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That we at this day have as (great Argamenits to 
convince us of the Truth of Chrift*s Revelation, and. 
conſequently as great Motives from thence to perſuade, 
us toreform our Evil Lives, as thoſe that lived in the 
Times of our Saviour. 

Iris true indeed, we want the Evidence of Senſe 
in theſe Matters, which they had ;, and. upon that 
account, it muſt be-acknowledged, that they have 
the Advantage of us. But this we ſay, notwith- 
ſtanding, That if we take all things together, and 
weigh them Impartially, we ha find, that that 
Want is abundantly ſupplicd to us in other re- 
Wo 

For, ff of all, Oux.Saviour's, Goſpel, and all 
the Evidences of it 1 have been-now ſpeaking of, 
were timely and faithfully recorded, and are as 
faichfully tranſnutred down to us. So that though 
we did not ſec or hear thoſe things, -yet we have 
a certain and exact Account of them; and ſuch 
an Accoynt as was never yet queſtioned by any 
Adycrfaries that lived in thoſe Times, when ſuch 
a Queſtion was moſt reaſonably ro be made; and 
ſuch an Account as appears by all the Evidences 
that a thing of that, nature is capable of, to have 
been written by Eye-witneſles, and ſuch Witneſles 
as were honeſt undeſigning Men ; and not onel 
ſo, but chey ſealed with their Blood the Truth of 
what they reported. . And this ſame Account was 
oe religiouſly 
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relig1 recerved by all Chriſtians, in all Places, 
ithout contradictien, in thoſe very Times, and 
was. ſhortly afrer tranflated inro a multitude of 
Languages, fo that its fearce poſſible it ſhould in 
any Conſiderable matter be corrupred: And from 
thartimeto this, 1n-q continual fucceſtion, there 
have beer men chat have fuffer'd Martyrdom for 
the Arceſtation of it ;'and in the firſt Ages after 
Chrift, when they had the bet Opportunities of 
* examining the Truth of thefe-rhings, many thou- 
ſands did fo. | 
Now Pay, Though according to the ordinary 


Proyerb, Seeing be believing : Yex next to Seeing, 
an Univerſal Well-grounded Tradition, which 
hart viſtble! Effects attendrng it, hath'the moſt 
force to gain belief. Nay, do not know whe- 
ther there be ſo much difference between the Eyi- 
dence of the one andthe'orher, as one would 
chink at'farft. Sure!Tamn; there are many Cafts in 
which we do as firmly belteve Matters'of Fat 
upon the Credit of Tradition, and the permanent 
Effects rhat do 'accorppany ir, as if we 'our felyes 
had been preſent, 'and ſeen them with our Eycs, 
Which of 'ns, for Inftante, "doth niakeany more' 
doubt of the Story of Willian the Conquerour 
his ſubduing this Kingdom,” orof Hoary - the 
Eight his exttirig/off che Popes Sapremacy {than 
he doth of the Revolattons that have hipned L 
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his own time? And yet theſe Matters of Fact ate 
not beter atteſted nhanthe [Hiſtory ofrour: bavis 
gar; and his Miracles and Do&tueyi 3 1 2 ht 

' Buc, ſecondly, Though thoſe tharhived in 6n 
Caviour's time had eyidence'ot Senke for the truth 


of what they bclteyed concerning him ad his 


Dodrine, which we have not: Yer this is to be 
conſidered ; that they laboured under far greater 
Prejudices again(t his Religion, than we now do: 
And conſequently, all chat. feaſible \Proof which 
they had of the Truth of: it, would not be more 
efte&tua] tor the convmcing of them ; than that 
Proof we now have, though it be leſs, ought. in 
teaſon to befor'the convincing of 118. 

- They-chat were the Hearers and Spettatots of 
what our _—_ = and — mighty and 
inyetcrate Prep tons to! e with. | 
were edyicated in a.quim Liv Rvligion, Kan 
muſt be ſuppoſed rohuve cneexrained ſeveral No- 
tions and Principks which would very difficulty 
be rooted out; and indeed, forthe effeSting of it, 
there needed lirthe Icfs thaman: Almighty Power: 
But it 1s ot do wath us 41 We by our Education 
are already 'diſpoſcd and prepared for the-recet- 
ving Chriftzaruty. We have. no previous Et 
gagements to alicoatc)our Minds from it; nay, it 
$0ur Interett to beiot that A rather than 
any other. So that certainly. a Jefs Evidence for 


; the 
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the Truth of it, will be as convincing to us, asa 
much greatcr wouldi have been to choſe tro whom 
our Saviour firſt Preached. Nay, I am very cont 
denc that this ching being duely conſidered, it will 
appear, that our Arguments for Chriſtianity 
drawn from'Traditan, will be more convincing 
to thinking men” among us, than thoſe Arguments 
(ney had from- Senſe and Experience could be to 
them. | 

But, ' thirdly, If to what hath been ſaid we add 
the ſeveral Arguments for the Credibility of the 
Chriſtian Religion which we now have at this di- 
ſtance, that they had -not, nor could have, that 
were our Sayiour's Immediate Diſciples ; we ſhall 
be ſatisfied, that-in point of Evidence we have in- 
deed much the advantage of- them. We have 
now ſcyeral ſtanding Proofs of our Religion, 
which they could not have; and which are (0 
ſtrong and concluſive, that they do more than 
compenſate for the want of that Evidence of 
Senſe which they bad, and we haye not. I bricfly 
inſtance 1n theſe three follawing. 

Firſt, The ſtrange Propagation and Succeſs of 
our-Religion throughout the -World, and the 
Means by whichit was cftc&ed. That a poor de- 
ſpiſed crucified Perforſhould' ma few years draw 
all the Roman Empire afrer him ; and that with 
out any viſible Mcans, exccpt the Goodnefs of 
his 
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his Cauſe, and the Reaſonableneſs of his Do- 


drine, and the Sincerity and Conſtancy of his 
Diſciples, not in fighting for their Maſter, but in 
laying down their Lives for him : And this againſt 
all the Power, and all the Arts and Stratagems 
that che Devil or the Princes of this World could 
invent to ſtifle and ſuppreſs his Name : This 1s fo 
ſtrong an Argument that this Cauſe was the 
Caulſc of God, and that his Providence was parti- 
cularly concerned in the promoting of it, that he 
muſt ſeem little to be ſenſible eicher of God or 
Providence, that 1s not convinced by ir. p 
It Chriſtianity had been of the ſame ſtrain that 
the Religion of Mahomet is ; had been as well 
calculated for Mens Luſts and Worldly Intercſts, 
as that is; had allowed as many ſenſual Libertics 
to its Diſciples as that doth; and laſtly, had been 
carried on in the World by the ſame wavs and 
means that that hath been, that is, by the Force of 
Arms and Dint of the Sword; It would have 
been no great wonder that it ſhould haye prevai- 
Id, as we ſee.it hach done. But that a Religion 
which had no Worldly Advantages to promiſe 
to its Followers ; nay, on the contrary, was ſo 
contrived, that none could own it, but he mult ar 
the ſame time deny. ail his Temporal Intcreſts, 
quit his Friends, his Reputation, and all his For- 


tunes in this World, and live in hourly cxpectati- 
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on of a Martyrdom; that ſuch a Religion as this 
ſhould not onely not die with the firlt Broacher, 
of it, bur daily grow and ſpread ; and the more 
It was perſecuted, the more increaſe; till ac Jaſt jr 
ſo weathered out all Papers, that it got Pof. 
ſeflion of the Thrones of Princes, and Kings be. 
came Nurſing Fathers to 1t: I fay, Whoeyer js 
not conyinced thar the Finger of God was in this, 
would ſcarce have been convinced that the Fin. 
ger of God was in our Sayiour's Miracles, had he 
been al:ye and preſent when they were done. Bur 
this Effect of Chriſtiamty both the Prophets and 
our Lord long ago forerold, and this we now ſee 
was verified long ago, and 1s (till verified in our 
days: Though thoſe that lived with our Saviour 
had noexperience hereof, nor perhaps would feye- 
ral of them haye been forward to. bcheye it 
though it had bcen told them. So thar in this 
reſpect we have a moſt Conſiderable Argument 
for our Religion, which they had nor. 

Secondly; This is not all. Thoſe that undertook 
the Relig;on of our Saviour upon his Preaching, 
had no experience: of t : They were to be che 
firſt Experimenters themſelves. They ran a great 
Riſque, and ventured the Sale of all thar they had, 
and yet knew nor ſo certainly what kind of Trea- 
ſure they ſhould purchaſe. But we have the Ex- 
petience and Suffrage of Sixteen Ages, which will 


all 
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all vouch, that what we lay out in this way will 
prove valuable Treaſure, will reward all the Pains 
and all che Expence we arc at forthe purchaſing 
of it. We have never in the compaſs of our own 
knowledge, nor 1n all Hiſtory, met with any who 
ſcxiouſly laid out cthemſclyes in the Service of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, and lived up to his Religion, that cyer 
podged che/Pains they took abour ity or repented 
; 0a clycs that they þelieved or practiſed as they 
did. [The chore any Man has been a Chriſtian, 
fill thenore he hath chankediGod for.tt; fill the 
more Quiet of Mind and Peace of Conſcience he 
hath poſleſſed ; the more he hath enjoyed him- 
ſelf, and the leſs he hath feared Death and all 
othcr outward Calamitics. If eyer any Chriſtian 
hath repented of any thing, it 1s, that he hath nor 
been Chriſtian cnough, that he hath not ſo hear- 
tily believed in our Saviour, and obeyed his Pre- 
cepts, as he ſhould have, done. This weall know, 
and mult be ſenſible of ; and it is a mighty Evi- 
dence of the Truth and Goodneſs of the Religion 
we profeſs, We now can try our Religion, and 
give our Approbation of it, by the fame Standard 
and Meaſures, by which we try and approve of 
our Cuſtoms and Common Laws. After longexpe- 
riencewe find the Uſcfulneſs and theConvenzency 
of it, and to put another in its place, would 1n- 
volyc us in hornble Miſchiets, and Dangers, and 
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Perplexities. But this Argument for Chriſtianicy, 
thoſe that were the firſt Converts to it could not 
have, and therefore in this reſpe&t alſo we havye 
_ the advantage of them. | 
Thirdly and laſtly, There 1s another yery Conſi- 
derable ſtanding Argument for the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, which thoſe in our Savi- 
our's time were uncapable of ; and: that is, the 
Events which he by the Spirit of Prophecy fore- 
told ſhould after his death come to pats in the 
World; moſt of which have punctually hapned 
| as he predicted them, and the reſt in due time we 
doubt not will be accompliſhed. I have not lei- 
ſure to proſecute this Argument particularly; 
onely two things I cannot paſs by without ments 
on, in both of which our Lord ſhewed himſelf s 
wonderful and as true a Prophet as cver appeared 
in the World. | 4 
The one 1s, the Deſtruftion of Jeruſalem and 
the Temple, which he forctold with all the Cir 
cumſtances imaginable; both as to Time and 
Manner. Now all that he faid concerning tha 
Deſtruction, was punctually verified; even accor- 
ding to the Accounts that the Jewiſh Hiſtorian 
giyes us of that Matter. And when. afterward 
Zulian the Emperour, with a deſign to blaſt .tht 
Credit of our Sayiour's Prophecy, refolyed to re 
edifie that Temple, and fer Men on work for'thut 
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purppſe; he was ſoon forced to defiſt from his 
Enterpriſe, by Earthquakes, and Globes of Fire: 
iſſuing from our of the Foundations: As-the 
Writers of that time, both Chriſtian and Pagan, 
do aſſure us. 

.. The other InſtanceI mention 15, our Saviour's. 
Prophecy of the Rejection of the Fews, and that 
they ſhould be carried Captive into all Nations 
till the Times of the Gentiles were fulfilled. Now 
this we ſee hath been. accompliſhed for many 
Ages, and ſtill: continues to be ſo in our days: 
That Nation of the Fews who were once the Pc- 
culiar People of God, ſetled in the Land of Canaan 
by hisown immediate Hand, are now diſperſed 
Ki the World over, but no where 4ncorporated 
into a Nation. Yet, which indeed is wonderful, 
they continue Jews ſtill; a People that mingle not 
with the reſt of the World, and that are {till -as 
zealous for the Scriptures, from whence we fetch 
the Grounds of our Chriſtianity, as ever they 
were. .So that they area ſtanding Monument of 
God's Vengeance upon a People for rejecting the 
Goſpel, and a ſtanding Teſtimony of the Truth 
of our Saviour's Prophecies. 0X 

| Theſe things now, with others that 1 mighe 
name, are very conſiderable. Evidences , of the 
Truth of our Religion, which thoſe that were 
Contemporary with our Sayiour could not have. 
S0 
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ſo that putting all theſe things together, T think 
We UI dtaw our Conchiliof, viz. That 
we! riow have aspteat or greater Arguments to 
convince us df the'truth of 'Chriſts Revelanion, ag, 
or than they had who were Witneſſes of what he 
did '&hd raughe. And conſequently, thoſe 'thas- 
fe mit petfwaded now by ithe "Evidence" of 't, 
would 'nothavebeen perſwaded chough'chey had 
feen wick their-Epes, orheard wichheir-Ears che 
PubsHicationiofthe Goſpel :'Which is ineffet to 
ſay, Thepwould hothave beet perfwirdedithough 
one Had afen Frothche dead. Seat || 7 
Barnorvithftanding all thisthat] have'faid, cit 
&-tobb feared the thing will not-cafily go down 
with nan of ts; bur, aviththeRich Man in 
the Parab | \ "after all that Abraham had faid-con- 
cething Moſes and the'Prophets, we-willinfilt' on 
our former Notion. Nay, but if ce came to ws from 
the Dead,cwe' ould 'repext. The -Motives that are 
offtercd-to es inthe Goſpebare old and ſtale to us, 
we findi'by long experienee, that they make no 
great impreſſions!upoh us + But if we: were viſt- 
ted !in ſuthan <xtraordinary way as the Rich 
man here deſired for ns Brethren, we'ſhould then 
undoubtedly be-prevaiked upon. Thas T'believe 
feverab of as'think -Burthat-wehave little:ground 
for fudh a fancy ; nay, indeed, if we were tried 
in this way, that -ic:s -ten-to'one, Wweſhould find 
| Our 
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our ſelves miſtaken ; this may further convince 
us, v1Z. | 

If God ſhould indeed wouchſafe to work a Miracle, 
or to ſend an Apparition for the Conviition of an Ob- 
ftinate Unbeliver, or vicious Perſon : Tet ſuch a one 
would as eaſily find out ſhifts and ways to evade 
the force of ſuch an Argument, and to hinder the ef- 
fes it ought to have upon hims as he formerly did 
to put off the [landing Motives and Arguments of Re- 
ligion. , And conſequently, there is little probability 
that he who is deaf to Moſes and the Prophets, will 
be perſwaded by one from the dead. 

This 1s the ſecond Point I laid down for the 
proof- of our-Saviours Propoſition, and 1 come 
now to ſpcak tO Its | 

I deny not indzed, but if an Apparition ſhould 
be made toa wicked Perſon among us: If, farin- 
ſtance, One of our Companians ſhould, after he 
is dead, in a terrible manner come to any. of us, 
and in a dolcful rone and language tell us, how ic 
goes with him in the other World; tell us, that 
there is indeed a God that judges the Earth, thar 
there 1s a Hcaven, that there 1s. a Hell, (all which 
things he as well as we made it our buſineſs to 
baniſh out of our minds as much as we could;) 
andacquaint us what an infinite unſpeakable hap= 
pineſs he hach ioſt by living looſely and carcleffy, 
3 wenow doand thathe is damned, irrecoyeraþly 

and 
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and for ever damned for that Infidelity, and thok 
lewd courſes we ſhared with him in x guilt of, 
and doſtill continue to purſue; that all thoſe Re. 
vels we had rogether, all thoſe Pranks and De. 
bauches we were joint Actors in, do now, as to 
him, end in unſupportable anguiſh and pains, in 
the gnawings ofa Worm that neyer dies, and in 
a life of everlaſting Burnings; and that this ſhall 
certainly be our portion as well as his, unleſs we 
do prevent it by a ſpcedy reformation of our 
Lives : 

I fay, If one of our Friends ſhould come from 
the Dead, and tell us all this, there is no doubt 
but it would ſtrike us with infinice horrour and 
amazement. Ir would be the moſt confoundi 
Scene that ever our Eyes beheld,che moſt awaken- 
ing Lecture that cycr our Ears heard ; and ſuch 
impreſſions it would, in all likel|hood, make upon 
us, as would not ſuddenly be worn ourt. 

But here 1s the point, Whether all chis would 
be effeEtual for the working a perfect change d 
Life, a w_ Reformation,upon a Man that hath 
long reſiſted the _—_ means of Converlion, 
and by long cuſtom of finning hath made ; 
courſe of Vice almoſt natural ro him? We ſay, 
all probability it would not be cftEtual for tit 
reforming ſigh a Man; becauſe it would bef 
eaſe afrer the firſt Heats, which the Viſion occa 

| {jone 
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fioned,: were over; .to. find out coloyrable:excu- 
ſes, andeyaſionswhy he thug: nor purſue a Re- 
formation, which: lus, Sol-{G.nueh hated, and 
which his -preſent Intereſts and, Apperices were ſo 
much againſt. 

For, firſt of all, though he was never ſo. ſ{cn(i- 
bly (mit ar.the firſt; yer after a lictls- time; hes 
infinite love he bears to that courſe of l:fewhich 
this Viſion came to teſtifie againſt, would put him 
upon Inventions for the rendring the credit ct 
his very Senſes doubrful and ſuſpe&ted. Many 
Reaſons would be ſuggeſted to him from his br1- 
bed Underſtanding, why he ſhould not -1n this 
caſe believe his own Eyes. ; For why might not 
all chis be-a meer deluſion, the effects of a Me- 
lancholy diſtempered Fancy, a Buſineſs wholly 
tranſacted on the Stage of his Imagination. - ' 

That he had ſuch an Apparition, and that he 
was horribly frighted with 1t, he cannot doubt : 
But whether this Apparition was rcally preſented 
to his outward Senſes, and was not onely the Fi- 
&ion of .his own, heated and diſturbed Brain, he 
thinks he hath reaſon to doubt. 


For he remembers, that even in Dreams things 


have been as livelily repreſented to him,and mage 


as great Impreſſions 'on him, as the ſame things , 
could haye been or done if he had been awake. 
And he knows yery well;that Fancy hath a ſtxange., 
*K : e D Fe pow er 
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power over a mans Judgment,even when his Eyes 
arewide open; eſpecially the circutnftances of 
being alone, of Mclancholy and Penfivenieſs, and 
ſome particular Accents do concur to the ra 
ſing of it. | 

How many People meet with Goblins m- their 
Night-walks, and ſee Armies fighting in the Air 
afid affarcdly perfaade themſelves and others 
that they do fo? When as 1n truth the one is no- 
thing «ee but Trees; and 8 other, but Clouds 
formed into fuch ſhapes by the power of their 


Imagination. How many Perſons in Feveriſh Dj. 


ſtempers ſeeplamly Fiends and Devils flanding ar 


their Beds-feet, ready to-take thern away, atid hear 


dreadful Noiſes? But yet none » fo {imple as to 
believe thefe to be Realities, bur onely the Effects 
of their preſent Frenzy. And why may not this 
Biipbeat of a Viſion, char did at firſt fo fright 
the-Man, be a _ of the ſarne kind a meer 
Creature of hisown diſordered Fancy ? 

& is&creaifly not impoeflible for 2 Man whoſe 
concernment tt is; not to beheve atiy thing of this 
nature, at laſt co bring himſelf to ſuch an Opi- 
nin. 


Eſpecially when: he is helped forward-by the 


concurretit Vores- of all his jolly Companions 
whom he tells the thing to, who, to be ſuxe, will 


net fail to laugh heartily, and make yery _— 
| W 
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with his Story ; and, if tbe poſſible, to droll ic 
'out of his Head, by perſuading him, that the 
whole Matter was bur. the Reſulc of Melanchaly - 
and a crazed Brain ; and that if heftill conti- 
nues to believe it, he 15 fuer for Bedl/aw than their 
Company. 

-* But, ſecondly, Suppoling he cannot thus eafily 
baffle the Credit of his Senſes ; but is forced to 
believe, that what he faw and heard was more 
than a*Fancy or Imagination : Yet that invete- 
rate Principle of Vice within him will put him up- 
on other ways and contrivances for the hindring 
that Effect which the Vition ought in reaſon to 
haye upon him. Though he cannot queſtion 
the Truth of the Matter of Fact ; yer it 1s likely 
he may queſtion the Force of the Argument 
drawn from thence for his Conviction, 

Here is one pretends to come to him from the 
Dead ; but how ſhall he be certain that he did 
really come from. thence ? For any thing hg 
knows, it may be ſome Trick put upon him. Some 
knayiſh Fellow had a mind to fright him, ar fame 
bigotted m—_ aſſuming the Perſon of a 
Ghoſt, thought by chis pious Fraud to convert 
him to his Perſuaſion ,, as he hath read in Scory, 
fuch Pranks have been plaid to ſerye a Turn, or 
crore a good Cauſe. And whereas his Rea- 
on might cell him, thac —_—_ not be ſo, ſee- 
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ins the Perſon that appeared to him had both 
i. Countenance ark thi Vole of his Friend : 
Yer thatthe would ger over; The Impoſture was 
cunningly carried on, and the Surpriſe and Fright 
it put him into, did fo diforder his Judgment, 
that he was not able to diſtinguiſh between the 
True and the Counterfeit. 

But ſuppoſing he be convinced, that here was 
no Juggle in the matter, but what appearcd was a 
truc Spirit or a-Ghoſt, 1f chere be any ſuch: Yer 
how ſhall he know that it was the Ghoſt of his 
Friend? If he was ſure it was he, he would give 
credit to what he reported, becauſe of the for: 
mer experience he had had of his Integrity : But 
this he cannot 'any way be certain of. For any 
thing he knows to the contrary, it may be one of 
thoſe 11]-natured Inhabitants of che Air, that are 
fo much talked of, that make it their Buſineſs to 
diſturb the Reſt and Quiet of Mankind; and take 
a pleaſure in filling their Heads wich Fears and 
Scruples, and drawing them to all kind of Super- 
{tirion: | eh x wh 

He hath heard and read of ſuch: And there is 
no Man of any Perſuaſion or Religion, Few, Turk, 
or Heathen ; ny, altthe feycral forts of Heathens 
at this-day, which are to be found either in the 
Eaſt or the Weſtern Indies 5 and Chriſtians too of 
all. Communions : - There is none of theſe but 
3x have 
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have Stbrignta: tell.of cApparitions/and Viſions, 
for 'the! confirmation. of ther ' ſeveral DoErines 
and Teners, Now thatall theſe Apparitions are to 
have credit given to them, 1s abſurd; becauſe they 
contradict one another in their Diſcoverics. How 
therefore can he tell whecher this parcicular Ap- 


partition that 1s made to him, ought to be credi- 


ted or no, as to whar 1t declares concerning Reli- 
gion, and the State of the other World ?, In plain 
Engliſh, rather than ſuch a Man as we are ſpeaking 
of, will be prevailed upon to quit his dearly-be- 
loved. Luſts and Vices, -he will-find Excuſes and 
Reaſons a great many, why he ought: not to. be- 
lieve any thing that is conveyed to him in ſuch a 
manncr as we now ſuppoſe. 
. Eſpecially, if we conſider, in the Third place, 
What Advantages he will make for his purpoſe 
from that very way that we now think would be 
moſt cffectual to convert him ;, that is, One coming 
fromthe Dead. Here 1s an Apparition pretends to 
be ſent upon a parcicular Meſſage ro him fromthe 
other World, to perfwade him to embrace ſuch 
a Religion, and co change his way of Living; 
and threatens him with horrible puniſhments if he 
doth not; The very unuſualneſs of the thing will 
put - ſome Apprehenſions into him, (cſpecially 
conſidering his concernment to find our all rhe 
ways, that can be; to clude the: force of the Ar=: 
| ; J; 2 9.704 gray} 
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t) chat is. not fo convincing, doth ng 
carry in it fo great Evidence as at firit fight there 
(ſeemed to appear. For what Imaginable Reaſon 
can be given, why heſhould be dealr with in a 
fo diflerenc fron thac that che reſt of Manki 
are? The Parricularity of the Miracle will give oc: 
caſion to him to ſuſpect che trurh of what it diſco 
| ns Nezghbours and Friends were thus 


Z0 


apprehend ſome danger in that 
courſe of life he is fo much diſwaded from : But 
ſince nonenn the place where he lives, is thus exer- 
ciſed beſides himfelf ; he cannot ſatisfie his Reaſon, 
as te this way .of Procecding with him. If th 
Means of Conviction was rational and ſtrong, 


without doubt others would have it afforded to 


. them, and beconvinced by it as well as he. But 


fince no ſuch thing appears, as the Apparition it 
felf is unaccountable, fo are the Arguments ahd 
Motives it offers, unaccountable alſo. And till he 
be convinced in che fame way, and by the ſame 
rag that other Men are, he will continue as 
C15. 
I repreſent theſe things, not toſhew the weak- 
nels or invalidity of ſuch an Argument as we are 
ſpeaking of, but to ſhew how eaſily thoſe that 
have y orb Interefts inconſiſtent with Religion 


and Chriftianity may find out Expedients for the 


avoiding the force of it. But, 
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But; Fourthly,: ang laſtly; Let all this go for 
nothing . Let us ſuppoſe a to be ad 4 well 
ſarsficd in. his dwn amd, both. concerning the 


xer of Fact; and thecogency of the Argument 
Math gays hae co hive ater anothet rate than 
leech hitherco done; nay, as often as he thinks 
this Vihion, .or is asked CORecrming is, he hathi 
the fame Scale, and makes thei ſame Judgment of 
that he did ar firſt, though it be many Yeats 
alter: I fay, faprotm all this, yet doth « from 
hence follow, That ſuch a Man will be effectually 
_ over to Virtue and Religion, after he: 
hath long purſued a courſe of fin, and reſifted the 
Arguments of the Goſpel? Alas it is very unlikely. 
How much-alarmed ſoever he was at firſt, yer it is 4 
hundred to one (if he be fuck a Perſonas we ſpeak 
of ) but in time, and by degrees, the goitins 
will wear off, and Nature return toies firſt courſe, 
was the newnels and ſurprizingneſs of the thing, 
t firſt wrought upon him ; but that will nox 
aſt always. After he hath once got over the farſt 
Tranſports, and 1s come again to his uſual tem- 
per, and to his Buſincfs, and ro his Company z 
. | the Argament, though it have the ſame force 
re || that had at firſt, yer it grows flatand unafket- 
it |} 1g, and will have no-more effe& upon him than 
the ſtanding Motives of Chriſtianity formerly 
{| kd. Notwihſtanding all his ficſt > 
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ny of his'vld reigj ing Lifts'(t zugh x 
without {ome cheeks of Ce e* now 
then): as thoſe that tiever had ſuth kind'of meikd 
vouchſafed them for their Coriverſion.” ©, + 
And 'it muſt needs be thus; -for when! all's 
done, 'Arguments-will> ti}{-be' bur Arguments 
They-can perſuade; but they cannot compe]. The 
efficacy'ot 'them ddth in a great-meaſurg depend 
upon-our will and choixe, efpecially where they 
are to combate with ſtrong -Paſſions and Prepol- 
ſkfons, © i þ- T8 v "ON OP 
Are there not a thouſand Perſons in our day: 
that are as fully convinced. of the Truth of 
Chriſtian Revelation, and the Neceſſity of a Hoh 
Religious Life-1n order to the going to Heayen, 
or ayoiding the Pains of Hell, as they would be 
one ſhould come to them from the Dead? Nay, 
more fully, perhaps, than they would have been 
by the Teſtimony of ſuch an Apparition. had they 
wanted the Scriptures. And have not the Conſcien- 
ces of theſe Pcrſons, at ſeveral times, by ſeveral 
means, been ſcvercly awakened ? And have they 
not at theſe ſeaſons in the moſt ſerious manner 
imaginable made Vows and Reſolutions to hve1 
Holy Chriſtian Lite? And yertweſee they continue 
{till unreformed, ill they are'the ſane ſenſual 
carclc(s, unchriſtian Livers that ever.they were. | 
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appeal to the Conſciences of Men, whether this 
be not true ; and why ſhould we-think 1c would 
i fare otherwiſe with us, if God ſhould; ſend one 
vl from the Dead to reclaim us? That very Miracle 
would not convince our Underſtandings more 
than they have been convinced already, and 
therefore why ſhould we think it would work 
more upon our W1lls ? | 
The ſum of all chis Diſcourſe is this. That 
how prevailing ſocyer we may imagine ſuch an 
experinient, as the Rich man herc offers to Abra- 
' ham for the Converſion of his Brethren, would 
be upon us, yet a ſenſual man, that was unwilling 
to g1ve up himſelf 'ro the Conduct of Religion, 
might eaſily find out ways to avoid the force that 
it ought to have upon his mind ; nay, more caſi- 
ly perhaps than he hath hitherto reſiſted the Mo- 
nyes of the Goſpel. And therefore we may cer- 
tainly conclude with Abraham in the Text, that 
they that hear not Moſes and the Prophets, or to 
put 1t into our own Language, They that hear 
not Chriſt and his Apoltles, neither, in all pro- 
bab ility, would they be perſwaded theigh one roſe 
from the dead. | 
101) _ N othing now remains, but that I draw two or 
"ie three Inferences from what hath been faid, and 
1 | OConclude. 
| {INE 
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 Inthe jrft place, from what I have Diſcourſed 
upon this Argtiment, we may diſcover the infinite 
Wiſdom of God, in the pitching. upon that Me- 
thod he hath done, for the bringing Men to Vir- 
ruc and Happineſs, namely, by the ſtanding Reye- 
lacions of Moſes and the Prophets, and of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. For we may perceive this Me- 
thod is every way more accommodated for that 
End, than if God ſhould be every day working 
Miracles for the reclaiming particular Perſons. 
As it is more ſuitable to the other Methods of 
God's Providence; to the way that he hath choſen 


for the Government of the World, (which is by | 


the ſetled (ſtanding Laws of Motion, leaving Na- 


tural: Cauſes to produce their Natural Effet, . 


and not interpoſing his Omnipotency, but upon 
eſpecial-extraordinary Occaſions) : So alſo, as we 
have ſeen, 1s-it much more effecual for the con- 
vincing Mens Underſtandings, and the working 
upon their Wills, than the other Method. of Pri 
vate Miracles and. Revelations would be. 

We have ſeen how many ways the Force of an 
Argument drawn from ones appearance from the 
Dead may be evaded: But now none of theſe 
\ Pretences can. be made againſt the Evidence of a 
Publick Revelation, ſo atteſted, and confirmed, 
and conveyed down to us, as that of Chriſtianity 


1s. And. beſides, there are many Arguments tobe 
, drawn: 
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drawn from ſuch a Reyclarion, to ſhew the Cre- 
dibilicy of, it, which arc altogether wanting to 
ſuch a Private Miracle as we ſpcak of. 

Secondly, We may Icarn from hence, what lic- 
tle need there 1s of anv new modern Miracles for 
the confirming to us any Doctrine of Chriſtianity 
which was long ago, in all the Articles of it, ſo 
well atteſted by the Illuſtrious Miracles of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. 

- And more eſpecially we may learn from hence, 
what little credit 1s to be given to thole Miracles 
that are wrought or pretended to be wrought for 
the proof of ſuch Doctrines as are really contra» 
ry to that Revyelation of our Lord, as it is delive- 
redin the Holy Scriptures. | 

We are ſure that Moſes and the Prophets, Chrift 
and his Apoſtles, a= nothing but the Truth 
of God, he having fo publickly and: ſo convin- 
cingly ſet his Seal to all their Doctrines And we 
are ſure likewiſe that the Scripture contains no- 
thing in it but what was taught by them, and 
+45 Arte muſt be che trurch of God alſo. And 
therefore, it any Doctrine or Arcicle of Religion 
be at any time recommended to our belief, thar 
doth not agree with theſe Holy Writings, or 
doth contradict them either directly or by plain 
unavoidable conſequence; we may be equally 
ſure that that Doctrine cannot be true, nor is ® 
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be received by us, though we are told of never fo 
many Private Miracles that have becn wrought 
for the confirmation of 1t. 

Our Rule in theſ= Caſes 1s, To the Law and to the 
Teſtimony; To the Publick and Undoubted Ora. 
cles of God, in the Old and New Teſtament, 
Whatever Doctrine can be-proved out of them, 
we are bound to embrace it without a new Mira- 
cle. On the other fide, Whatever Doctrine is in- 
conſiſtent with them, we muſt reject if, though an 
Angel from Heaven, or one from” the Dead ſhould 
come and preach it to us. 

Thirdly, From hence we ſee: the Vanity and 
Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe Men, that riot content 
with the Ordinary Means of Grace, are always 
wiſhing for Extraordinaries. There are a great 
many of us that will be ſaved by Methods of 
our own chuſing, otherwiſe we will not be ſaved 
at all. As it was 1n St. Paul's time, the 7ews 
they required a Sipr ; the Greeks, they were for 
Wiſdom and Philoſophy ; and perhaps a third 
fort of Men were for another kind of means of 
Conviction: So 1t 1s among us. 

Here is one Man would have a particular Mi- 
racle wrought for his Converſion. If he could 
ſee a Spirit or a Ghoſt, he would believe there 
was another World. It God would ſend an 
Angel from Heaven to preach to him, he thinks 
he ſhould become a New Man. Here 
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» Here is another-would believe theYGoſpel, if 
every. point” of jt--conld:;be;; demonſtrated; by 
Reaſon; and a clear and-plain account be given 

&f all the Myſteries of it :- but cill-rhat be bone 
he1s of che Religion of the Philoſophers. 

, Here is another Man waits for Immediate Im- 
pulſes and Inſpirations. The ordinary Afliſtan- 
ces of the; Spirit that accompany the Word and 
Sacraments will not do his buſineſs. . 

But let us not. deceive our ſelyes:; All theſe 
Imaginations are. vain  angd- fookſh.: If: God 
hould grant us our ſeveral delires:; and give one 
of us a Sign, another of us a Demonſtration, ano- 
ther of ug 4-powerful Conviction upon. our Minds, 
from hus Holy Spirit, and that in; an. extraordina- 
ry way :. Yet xt 1s (till very doubtfal; whether, for 
all this, the Buſineſs of our Conyerljon would be 
effected. Ling gn, in, 

. None' was more confident than the Rich man 
in the Parable, that if to the Teſtimony of Moſes 
and the Prophets, was ſuperadded a new Miracle, 
Ius Brethren would. certainly 'be -perſuaded : Bur 
yet you ſce, our Saviour affirms the dire&t con- 
trary, 

Oh let us all cloſe with the ſtanding Publick 
Methods which God hath eſtabliſhed in the 
Church, for the þringing us to Vertue and eter- 
nal Happineſs, and not be hankering after _ 
els 1 | an 
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and fanciful ways of our own chufing. Moſt 
certamly, the Ordinary Means of Grace are ſuf. 
ficieri for the Sabvation of all our Souls, and will 
be effe&tual to thar End, if we be nor wanting tg 
our ſelves. And if any Extraordinaries be art any 
timencedful, God without doubt will ſupply us 
wihrhem allo. | | | 
Fourthly, and laſtly, From whart hath been ſaid, 
we ſee the horrible Gwilc and the utter Inexcuſe. 
bleneſs of thofe Men; that notwith{tanding the 
Goſpel-means of Salvation,” that have been fo 
long afforded them, do till contmue Infidels im 
their Judgment, or Immoral in their Lives. 
What will cheſe Men be able to fay for them: 
ſelves, when they come to appear before the 
Judge of the World, at the great Day of Ac- 
counts? Will chey pretend there was not force 
enough in the Goſpel-eyidence to convince them, 
or weight enough in its Morives to reclaim theny 
Ah! their own Hearts will give them the Lie 
They canno longer be able to deceive themſelves 
There will be no Unbelievers, no feared Conſci- 
ences, in the other State, They will then be clear- 
ly convinced, that God for his part did all that 
was neceſlary, nay, all that was fit to be done, in 
ordcr to their Salvation : . But they were reſolyed 
ro ſhut their Eyes, and harden their Hearts againſt 
the gracious Means that were tendred them. 
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Oh, how will the Rich tan and his fave Bre- 
thren in Hell riſe up an Judgment againſt theſe 
Men ? For they onely refuſed to hear Moſes and 
the Prophets ; But theſe, belides them, have ob- 
finately refuſed to hear Chri/t and his Apoſtles; 
who brought abundanely greater Light into the 
World than the former did. 

Much more, How will the poor ignorant Hea- 
thens riſe up in Judgment againſt chem? Who- 
were deſtitute both of Moſes and Chriſt; and yer, 
to the ſhame of Chre/tians it may be ſpoken, haye 
_ of them liyed better Lives than many of 
us do. 

' May not we juſtly and fadly apply that Woe 
vluch our Saviour pronounced of Chorazin and: 
Bethſaida, to Thouſands among us ? Woe unto: 
jou Unbelievers; Woe unto you, O obſtinate and; 
rmreclaimable Sinners ; for if the mighty Means 
of Grace, the mighty Evidence of Truth, had 
been afforded to Tyre and Sidon, to Sodom and 
bomorrha, to Mahometans and Pagans ; that have 
been afforded unto you ; they world long ago have 
repented in Sackcloth and Aſhes. But I ſay unto you, 
I ſhall be more tolerable for all theſe in the day cf: 


fudgment, than for you. 


God Almighty give us all Grace ſeriouſly to conſt- 
der theſe things, that we may by a timely and' 


hegrty 
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